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How may donors make gifts or leave estate gifts to their county?

Each County Endowment Fund is a countywide community foundation that serves the interests of their County and its residents.  Each Fund was established to help donors contribute to the betterment of their community and county.

Individuals, who make gifts at or above $10,000, may start their own family foundation, an endowed named fund, or a scholarship fund to honor a loved one. Individuals who have long-term, multiple philanthropic interests should consider a named fund.  Funds may be started with cash, greatly appreciated assets or securities, or an end of life, planned gift.  Endowment funds are For Good…Forever.

Individuals who make gifts under $10,000 are added directly to each respective County Endowment Fund, to be used in the annual grant distribution process.   Because each County Endowment Fund is a community foundation and public charity, each gift has maximum tax benefits.  The County Endowment Fund is more global than a single-purpose charity.   It is a neutral, impartial organization, established to enrich the quality of life in the county.  The County Advisory Board members encourage any residents or former residents who are interested in gifting to any of the endowment funds to contact a Board member or call Dennis N. Nissen at the Endowment Funds of Southwest Iowa office 1-800-794-3458.  For more information, contact Dennis N. Nissen.
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What are the Affiliate Funds of Southwest Iowa?�The purpose of an Affiliate Fund is to provide community foundation services to geographic areas connected to the location of an already existing community foundation.  Affiliate Funds in Southwest Iowa are also known as the Endowment Funds of Southwest Iowa.   


Who established the funds within each county?�A volunteer advisory board of local county residents formed each County Endowment Fund. 


What nine counties are in the affiliate program?�Audubon County Endowment Fund						     


Cass County Endowment Fund							             


Crawford County Endowment Fund


Fremont County Endowment Fund						              Harrison County Endowment Fund


Mills County Endowment Fund							         Montgomery County Endowment Fund						   


Page County Endowment Fund


Shelby County Endowment Fund						     Collectively the above Counties are also known as the Endowment Funds of Southwest Iowa.  


Who manages each fund?�The local County Advisory Board guides the fund in each county with technical assistance and management support services provided by the Omaha Community Foundation's Iowa Program Officer, Dennis N. Nissen of Griswold Iowa. 


How was each fund started?�In 1997, the Southwest Iowa Foundation initiated an affiliate program with OCF for seven Southwest Iowa counties. The program includes a ten-year commitment to match up to $50,000 annually to those funds raised by each county endowment fund. Each county endowment fund received its first challenge grant donation of $50,000 from the Southwest Iowa Foundation during 1998.  Page and Crawford County Endowment Funds affiliated in 2004 and 2005.





How does the grant application work?


Annually, 5% of the County Endowment Fund balance may be granted to charities within the county. Local charities may apply to the County Endowment Fund to receive grants that are determined by the local county's Advisory Board. The granting process began in 1999.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































